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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Life in Restricted Nations 
 

Based on reports from Voice of the Martyrs this month we give thanks for the release from prison Zhou Heng, a well-known house 
church leader and manager of Yayi Christian Book Room in China.  According to China Aid Association, Heng was released after a 
court determined there was insufficient evidence to prosecute him. During his imprisonment, Heng was reportedly beaten severely by 
inmates and prison guards. He is now recuperating at home with his family. 
 
We also pray for Christians in North Korea, Laos, India (especially the state of Rajasthan), the West Bank, Russia, China, Iraq, 
Somalia, and Uzbeckistan, 
 
To learn more about the persecution of Christians visit www.persecution.com where you may also subscribe to the weekly email 
newsletter of Voice of the Martyrs. 

As we pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters, may we pray also for the perpetrators that God’s love, through the power of His 
Holy Spirit, will convict them and turn their hearts. 
 

...and while we are praying for others… 
While much of the country is busy urging our government to pull our troops out of Afghanistan, perhaps it would be good for us to be 
reminded that our defense forces are responding to a call for assistance.  While their particular mandate in that country is not one 
purely of peace keeping - it cannot be with a well-armed, totalitarian enemy of peace committing violent acts day by day - our troops 
are still, as they have been in recent peace keeping missions, putting themselves in harm's way for the protection of the innocent 
populace of that country.  Our Lord said, "Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends."  Our troops 
are laying down their lives for people they do not even know. May we keep them in our prayers. 
 
NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 
·  Additional weekday services this month: Thursday, May 1 is the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord; Tuesday, May 6 is the 

transferred from May 1 Feast of S. Philip and S. James; Thursday, May 8 is the Octave Day of the Ascension; Monday, May 
12 and Tuesday, May 13 are Days After Pentecost; Thursday, May 22 is the Feast of Corpus Christi; and Friday, May 30 is 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  Please also note that  Saturday, May 31 is the Feast of the Visitation of Mary to 
Elizabeth when we have an already scheduled celebration of the Holy Eucharist.  See the back of this issue for service times.   

·  Fr. Peter will be leaving for England to see to his mum on Sunday, May 18; returning on Thursday, May 29, so Bishop Carl will 
be staying close to home during May. 

·  Please remember that the National March for Life takes place on Thursday, May 8 this year.  There are many flyers and posters 
on the bulletin boards around the church.  It would be wonderful to see more of our ambulatory members (yes, there is a long 
walk – it’s the March for Life!) take part in the event. 

·  Please also remember in your prayers Michael Trolly.  He tells me in an email, “On Thursday (April 24) I am leaving for the 
Middle East on a three week study tour (including parts of the West Bank).  After that I will be spending six weeks or so in 
Europe, mostly with the Community of the Servants of the Will of God, on a retreat recommended by Fr. Skelton and Bp. Peter.  I 
would appreciate it very much if the parish could keep me in prayer during this time, primarily for safety (we are going to be in 
some rather "sensitive" areas).” 

Bp. Carl 
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PAPAL INFALLIBILITY 
PART I 

Undoubtedly, this authoritative assertion by RC pontiffs constitutes the foremost impediment to administrative - as opposed to 
sacramental - union with the Apostolic See in the view of virtually every Protestant confessional group.  Apart from an ingrained 
antipathy toward the concept as a conspicuous example of papist triumphalism among many non-Catholics, additional 
misunderstanding arises from a quasi-historical disposition to equate the Petrine Office with the scandalous conduct of those who have 
occupied it in times of crisis (the Borgia popes provide an oft-invoked example). 

[The nature of post-Apostolic ecclesial pre-eminence as contested by Rome and the Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Phanar 
(Constantinople) is too complex to be addressed in this essay.] 
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Be forewarned: The doctrine of Papal Infallibility's historical evolution, formal promulgation, subsequent application and theological 
ramifications for Christian reconciliation has followed a long and convoluted process - one with which most individuals (Catholic and 
non-Catholic) remain sadly unfamiliar. 

That the dogma still figures prominently in RC thought is evident by the fact that the April issue of COLUMBIA (the official monthly 
publication of the Knights of Columbus) devotes two full pages to its role in relation to the Church's magisterium or teaching 
authority. 

Before proceeding, it will prove helpful to register for future reference three biblical verses traditionally cited by Vatican apologists in 
support of Papal docent supremacy: 

And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  
I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

(Matt. 16.18-19) 
 

I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.  I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
(Jn. 10.16) 

 
I ask... that they all be one... as you, Father, are in me and I in you. 

(Jn. 17.20-21) 

That the first has generated considerable divisive controversy in contextu scripturae cannot be denied; that the second and third have 
contributed to much polemical disputation must also be acknowledged. 

Historically, the papal claim to exercise an infallibly inerrant magisterium finds expression at an early date, of which the Council of 
Ephesus (431) affords a fitting example of its application.  The statement read by the papal legate condemning the heresiarch 
Nestorius on the basis of post-Petrine teaching was actually incorporated almost verbatim into the definition adopted by Vatican I 
some 1,439 years later! 

According to Father Alban Butler (LIVES OF THE SAINTS, p. 144, 2005 Ed.), All the Fathers signing the document 
anathematizing the Eutychian Heresy at the Council of Chalcedon (451) exclaimed in unison Peter hath spoken by Leo! 

Notwithstanding the venerable hagiographer's tendency toward dramatic exaggeration, the incident he records is not without interest.  
Indeed, taken together, these two instances demonstrate that some notion of pontifical infallibility was acknowledged in a conciliar 
setting even when the pope was presiding vicariously in absentia through legatine agency. 

Although lacking in definitive pronouncement, the concept remained at least implicit during the Middle Ages.  In this context, two 
pontiffs deserve special mention. 

With Innocent III (1160-1216), the concept of universal papal authority - i.e. absolute primacy in all matters spiritual and temporal - 
reached an apogee unparalleled before or since.  Indeed, he was the first pope to refer to himself as the Vicar of Christ.  For his part, 
Boniface VIII (1294-1303) issued the bullus UNAM SANCTUM to adduce his claim to supra-national jurisdiction over all Christians, 
regardless of social rank and irrespective of any issue involved. 

The development of "protestant" churches in the 16th century resulted in renewed assaults on papal prerogatives, both worldly and 
supernal.  With the loss of entire populations to the "new religion," the RC Church launched its own Counter-Reformation, the 
crowning glory of which was the Council of Trent (1545-63). 

Although the C of T actually considered the derivative nature of hierarchical authority, both individual and collegial, while affirming 
the inviolability of numerous papal decretals, it stopped short of acknowledging an infallible docent authority inherent in the pontifical 
office. 

At this juncture, spatial constraints behoove The Doctor to "fast forward" three centuries. 

Notwithstanding the historical precedents noted above, the formal proclamation of Papal Infallibility as an irrevocable, inviolable, 
universally binding RC doctrine dates only from the 1st Vatican Council of 1869-70, over which Pope Pius IX presided. 

From 1848 onward, the European political situation became increasingly volatile.  Revolutionary movements were common, and the 
emergence of Prussia as a dominant military power threatened the accepted international order. 

In Italy, the situation was even more precarious from the Church's perspective.  With the rise of strident Italian nationalism and the 
loss of the Papal States following military campaigns by Giuseppi Garibaldi and Giuseppi Mazzoni, the consummate personal insult to 
Pius IX occurred in 1870 when the forces of Victor Emmanuele II entered Rome as conquerors.  Henceforth, the beleaguered pope 
regarded himself as the "Prisoner of the Vatican."  Relations between the Apostolic See and the secular Italian State were not 
normalized until ratification of the 1929 Concordat. 

In France ("Eldest Daughter of the Church) as well as the semi-autonomous German states, anti-clerical sentiment assumed alarming 
proportions.  The Roman Curia (the RC Church's administrative arm) came to regard such intellectual movements as "Modernism" 
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with mounting suspicion.  Several years prior to Vatican I, Pius IX had issued his Syllabus Errorum (List False of Teachings) in 
1864. 

As if all of this were not a sufficiently disastrous background against which to have convened an ecumenical council the timing of the 
official promulgation of Papal Infallibility by means of the apostolic "bullus" PASTOR AETERNUS (Everlasting Shepherd) on 18th 
July 1870 was lamentably ill-conceived.  On the next morning, hostilities commenced between France and Prussia. 

With the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War (so brilliantly chronicled in Emil Zola's LE DEBACLE), many prelates from France, 
the nascent German State and the Austro-Hungarian Empire were either stranded in a Rome now surrounded by an avowedly secular 
Italy or forced to return prematurely to their respective dioceses.  Consequently, the 20th Oecumenical Council ( as reckoned by the 
RC Church) became, in effect, a "minority conclave." 

Negative Continental reaction to the declaration of pontifical infallibility was both immediate and inevitable.  German anger found 
expression in the so-called "May Laws" which reflected vehemently anti-Catholic sentiment and led to the adoption of a nationalistic, 
Bismarck-ian Kulturkamph (i.e., "Culture-Struggle") mentality. 

In France, further impetus was accorded to the "Gallican" movement which culminated in the 1915 Laic Laws establishing absolute 
separation of Church and State. 

The unpopular doctrine also gave rise to schismatic Austrian, German and Swiss "Old Catholic" Churches claiming episcopal 
succession from the Dutch OC primatial see at Utrecht. 

Given the secular events unfolding when the First Vatican Council was convened, it is only understandable that many anti-RC 
polemicists denounced the promulgation of Papal Infallibility as a basically political move intended to enhance the pope's individual 
prestige at a time when his temporal authority had all but vanished from the European scene. 

In view of the foregoing, it should be apparent that PAPAL INFALLIBILITY is so complex and divisive an issue and with far-
reaching ramifications that it requires two "Dialectics."  Having established an historical overview, albeit necessarily cursory, June's 
essay will examine both the doctrine itself and its implications for future ecumenical initiatives. 

With special best wishes for an enjoyable springtime, 

������
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NOVENA IN PREPARATION FOR PENTECOST  

It is customary for Christians to prepare for the great Feast of Pentecost celebrated on Whitsunday, by praying a Novena for the Holy 
Spirit.  A novena is a nine-day period of prayer in preparation for some particular feast in the Christian Calendar, or to pray for some 
special intention.  The first novena was kept at the express command of the Risen Christ, by the Apostles, the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and the disciples in the Upper Room from the day of our Lord’s Ascension to Pentecost (see Acts 1:12-14).  

The Novena in preparation for Pentecost begins on the Friday after Ascension Day and goes to the Saturday before Whitsunday, the 
Day of Pentecost.  On each day the Novena begins with the following prayers:   

“O HOLY SPIRIT, my Lord and my God, I adore thee and humbly acknowledge here in thy sacred Presence that I am nothing, and 
can do nothing, without thy operation within me.  Come, great Paraclete, thou Father of the poor, thou Comforter of the blest, fulfill 
the promise of our Saviour, who would not leave us orphans, and enter my mind and heart as thou didst descend on the day of 
Pentecost upon the holy Mother of Jesus and upon His first disciples.  Grant that I may have a part in those gifts which thou didst do 
prodigally bestow upon them.  

“O Holy Spirit, thou Giver of every good and perfect gift, grant to me the intentions of this novena of prayer.  May the Father’s will be 
done in me and through me.  And mayest thou, O mighty Spirit of the living God, be praised and glorified for ever and ever.  Amen.” 

Then is said the Lord’s Prayer, together with the Hail Mary, and the Glory be.  At the conclusion of which is said one of the proper 
prayers for each day, as follows:  

Friday:  Come, O Holy Ghost, thou Lord and Life-giver; take up thy dwelling within me, and make of me thy sacred temple, that I 
may live by grace as an adopted child of God.  Fill my soul, and create in me a fountain of living water springing up to life everlasting.  

Saturday: Come, O Spirit of Wisdom, and reveal to my soul the mysteries of heavenly things, their exceeding greatness, and power, 
and beauty.  Teach me to love them above and beyond all the passing joys and satisfactions of earth.  Show me the way by which I 
may be able to attain to them, and possess them, and hold them hereafter, my own for ever.  

Sunday: Come, O Spirit of Understanding, and enlighten my mind, that I may know and believe all the mysteries of salvation, that at 
the last I may come to the eternal light, there to enjoy with all the Saints the clear vision of thy glory, who with the Father and the Son 
art One God, for ever and ever.  

Monday: Come, O Spirit of Counsel, help and guide me in all my ways, that I may always follow in the way of Christ.  Incline my 
heart to that which is good, turn it away from all that is evil, and direct me by the path of thy commandments to the goal of eternal life.  
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Tuesday: Come, O Spirit of Fortitude, and give courage to my soul.  Make my heart strong in all trials and in all distress, pouring 
forth abundantly into it the gifts of strength, that I may be able to resist the attacks of the devil.  

Thursday: Come, O Spirit of Piety, possess my heart; incline it to a true faith in my Saviour Christ, that in him I may with my whole 
soul seek the Father, and find in the Godhead of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost my best, my truest joy.  

Friday:  Come, O Spirit of holy Fear, penetrate my inmost heart, that I may set thee, my Lord and God, before my face for ever, and 
shun all things that offend thee.  May I be made worthy to appear before the pure eyes of the divine Majesty in the heaven of heavens, 
where thou livest and reignest in the unity of the Ever-blessed Trinity, world without end.  

Saturday: Come, O Holy Comforter, and grant me a delight in heavenly things.  Produce in my soul the fruits of virtue, so that, being 
filled with all sweetness and joy in the pursuit of good, I may attain unto eternal blessedness.  

��  
 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Some Typos from Church Newsletters 

Remember in prayer the many that are sick of our community. Smile at someone who is hard to love.  Say "Hell" to someone who 
doesn't care much about you. 
 
 Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 
  
The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility. 
 
This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church.  Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.  

 
 

 

The Annunciator, including back issues, can be viewed on-line at www.cathedraloftheannunciation.org 

Please note that this will be a stripped down edition intended for those who are not members of the parish.  You may elect to receive 
email notification when a new edition is posted by sending your request to jill.wayne@sympatico.ca. 
 


