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FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Based on recent reports from Voice the Martyrs. 

We give thanks that in Turkmenistan, on November 9, Baptist Pastor Vyacheslav Kalataevsky was released after eight months in 
prison, and in Laos, on December 6, Pastors Van Thong, Bua and Amkha were released after more than 12 months in prison.  

However, Pastor Vyacheslav Kalataevsky has been denied permission to remain in his native town of Turkmenbashi. According to 
Forum 18 News, “Kakataevsky's visa application to remain with his wife and family was rejected by the Migration Service and he will 
have to leave the country. He was due to leave on a flight to Moscow on December 11.” Officials have refused to explain the reason 
for denying the visa, Pastor Kalataevsky explained to Forum 18, “But of course it is linked to my activity as a believer. Everything 
that has happened to me since 2001 is related to that.” 

We also pray for Christians in Azerbaijan, India, Iran, Pakistan and Indonesia. 

As we pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters, may we pray also for the perpetrators that God’s love, through the power of His 
Holy Spirit, will convict them and turn their hearts. 

 
��  

 
 

NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 
·  Additional weekday services this month: Tuesday, January 1 is the Octave Day of Christmas, also known as the Feast of The 

Circumcision; and Friday, January 25 is the feast of The Conversion of S. Paul.  Please also note that this year the Feast of the 
Epiphany of our Lord falls on a Sunday, as does the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord.  See the back of this issue for service 
times.   

·  Sunday, January 6 - the Epiphany of our Lord - our annual Epiphany dinner follows the 10am Eucharist.  Please let Barb Reid 
know if you are coming so that we can set up the proper number of tables and chairs.  

·  Parish Council meets at 7:30 pm on Monday, January 14th. 

·  Bishop Carl has no travels planned for January. 

·  Please mark your calendars: Annual Vestry meeting, Sunday, February 24 immediately following the 10am Eucharist.  As in 
past years, if there is something that you have been pondering that should be discussed by the entire membership, please inform 
Bp. Carl in writing so that he can add it to the agenda for the meeting. 

·  Parish Council is pleased to tell you that we were able to meet our goal of donating $10,000 to outreach programs in 2007.  In 
support of the local poor we gave $5,000 to the Parkdale Food Centre, and $1,000 each to The Ottawa Mission and The 
Shepherds of Good Hope.  We gave $1,000 to West End Community Support which provides services to local seniors. One 
thousand dollars went to First Place Pregnancy Centre, which is a relatively new organization in Ottawa; it sets out to counsel 
men and women facing an unplanned pregnancy, promoting alternatives to abortion.  Our international outreach took the form of 
a $1,000 donation to Voice of the Martyrs. 

·  The deadline for submissions to the February Annunciator is Sunday, February 20th. 
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A REMEMBRANCE OF THINGS PAST… A FORETASTE OF THINGS TO BE: FURTHER REFLECTIONS ON THE 

ACCOUTREMENTS OF PUBLIC WORSHIP 

The Doctor has decided to inaugurate the New Year’s “Dialectic” in a somewhat different manner: viz., by reprinting a brief 
invocation of his youthful authorship addressed to the Holy Spirit which appeared in a suitably obscure literary journal in the late-
1960s: 
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What follows is a continuation of December's discussion of liturgy and its accoutrements which could not be accommodated because 
of spatial limitations. 

On the subject of colour pertaining to vestments, more than a few readers noted the absence of “rose” on Gaudate and Laudate 
Sundays (in Advent and Lent respectively). To explain that the “insertion” of these festive colours into the scheme of public worship 
serves to provide visual “relief” during seasons of otherwise penitential severity would have taxed available space.  Similarly, HJS 
could have noted that “gray” (perhaps symbolic of ashes?) is an acceptable colour for Advent and Lent in the ancient Ambrosian and 
Mozarabic Western Rites (observed only in Milan, in the case of the former, and in Toledo, Spain in the latter instance.) 

To explain the distinction between the priestly/diaconal “stole” and the black “tippet” worn by the clergy at Morning and Evening 
Prayer (rendered familiar even to non-Anglicans by the Holbein portrait of Archbishop Cranmer) is actually quite simple.  The “stole” 
(colour-coordinated with the chasuble as noted in last month’s Annunciator) is a symbol of sacramental authority.  [Note the implicit 
symbolism when “kissed” before pendant placement by the clergy in conjunction administering the Holy Communion and hearing 
confessions.]  The scarf-like tippet is a “relic” of the academic garb worn by MA's at Oxford and Cambridge during the Middle Ages, 
and conveys an ecclesial authority of a different sort. 

And while still on the subject of vestments... What about the regalia (aka “pontificals”) associated with the episcopacy?  Again, the 
visible instruments of office range from the patently obvious to the more arcane in terms of symbolism. 

Most people have no trouble identifying the “crozier” with the shepherd's crook of pastoral responsibility embodied in the person of a 
bishop. [Many mediaeval croziers were tipped with a point or spike to betoken the Church's poser to overcome evil; cf. iconographic 
representations of Ss Michael and George.] 

As for the Episcopal ring (which during the Middle Ages often contained a saintly relic), this signifies that the bishop, of whatever 
rank, is spiritually “married” to his diocesan jurisdiction and its people. 

The western “mitre” requires more subtle elaboration.  The distinction re: a western “mitre” is significant in that Eastern Rite 
hierarchs, following the Byzantine tradition, and when officiating liturgically, wear a cross-topped “crown” ornamented with small 
oval/circular icons and semi-precious jewels. 

Scripturally, this unique episcopal adornment has its origins in the headgear worn by the Hebraic High Priest. Indeed, reference is 
made to it 12 times in the OT:  e.g., Exodus 28.4, 37, 39; 29.6; and 39.28, 31.  Additional occurrences are found in Leviticus and 
Zechariah.  Although several of these passages supply tantalizing clues as to the accoutrement's appearance, the actual relation to what 
bishops adopted for use from the early Middle Ages onward remains conjectural.  Thus, while the translators of the KJAV and Douai 
Bibles render the ancient Hebrew as “mitre” in the verses cited above, more recent editions call it a “turban.” 

Concerning the shape of the mitre with which Anglicans and RC's are acquainted, several explanations -- some quite ingenious! -- 
have evolved. The one most commonly accepted is that the two “peaks” call to mind the two tablets of the Mosaic Law; other 
interpretations posit the two “Testaments” (Old and New) or an amalgam of both. Like the number “three”, with its Trinitarian 
associations, anything religious involving “two” almost automatically invites Christological interpretations of its own (e.g. our Lord’s 
dual hypo-static nature). Some liturgists see the two panels which constitute the western mitre as inverted “shields.” [Incidentally, the 
two fringed “flaps” extending downward from the mitre's back are known as “lappets.”] 

The foregoing, HJS hopes, will supply whatever was found lacking in his previous article. 

Prayerful best wishes to everyone for a truly blessed 2008: 
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Robert's Ramblings 
�

A summer holiday 
Reprinted, with permission, from the newsletter of St. Edmund King and Martyr, Guelph/Kitchener/Waterloo.  

For the most part I stay away from countries where I can't speak the lingo, which of course means most places. In some tourist places 
a la Rome many local people do speak English, so anxious are they to please American visitors with their abundant dollars. Many 
years ago 1 did have a week end in France with a brother CR who could manage some French. 

Last year I was in clover: my Dutch friend Gustav, who invited me to drive around France with him for 10 days, is multilingual. On 
the way back via Luxemburg we strayed into Germany by mistake. In parts of Luxemburg they speak German, in other parts French. 
Gustav was equal to the situation wherever we found ourselves. I remember a splendid long lunch in a restaurant in the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg in the shadow of His Serene Highness' palace which towered over us on the local mountain. Gustav chatted away in 
French and German to the locals, in Dutch to fellow tourists from Holland, and to me in English. “Oh listen, the people at that table 
are speaking the rarely heard language of Luxembourg* itself”. I remember many leisurely meals in the Republic of France at which 
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our Dutch hosts, who have holiday homes there, chatted away in three languages. I remember a meal in Limburg, the southern most 
province of Holland, where Gustav said, “Oh listen, the people at that table are speaking the rarely heard language of Limburg* 
itself”. Shame-facedly I have crept home armed with new Dutch grammars, dictionaries and Teach Yourself Dutch on CD's. We of 
Brit descent really are inadequate. 

I hadn't realized how agricultural France has always been and still is, how much space there is. Mile after mile of maize fields, of 
vineyards, of forests, were a welcome relief after the over crowdedness of England. We avoided cities, kept to villages, country towns, 
places of historical interest. As in Italy, many of the old towns, dating perhaps to Roman or even Celtic times, were once fortified 
places on top of hills. I hadn't realized how far up into France the Roman Empire had penetrated. I hadn't realized the strength of the 
French church in Roman times, how many saints and martyrs it produced. I had expected to find traces of devotion to such saints as St 
Therese Lisieux and the Cure D'ars, and did, but they were outnumbered by saints I'd never heard of and whose names I have already 
forgotten. 

Travelogues can be wearisome so I shall try to avoid excessive detail. But what of those things we associate with France, sunshine, 
food, wine? France proved as damp and drizzly as England often is, and certainly was for most of last year. We had more and better 
Mediterranean weather in Holland, an unusual reversal of fortune. On the whole France is not kind to vegetarians. Fed up with salads, 
in Burgundy I asked for the local cheeses. Four of them came on a board, just small pieces, but was I in ecstasy! The waitress said, 
“You eat them in this order, from left to right”. With them we drank first white Burgundy and then red. Of course we drank much 
wine all over the place but that which I enjoyed most of all was provided by the Dutch couple with whom we stayed first. “Oh, it 
hasn't got a name”, they said, “We just get it at the supermarket with our groceries”. I became quite addicted to this particular 
variety. 

Agriculture is having a hard time in France. Farms are abandoned. Small villages decay and die. Churches close. One place we were in 
had one mass a year. In another the cure had to care for 20 scattered congregations. Sounds rather like the rural C of E! The European 
Community and common currency bring changes. Brits and Dutchmen buy properties in France as holiday homes, or even as primary 
homes. In some places they live in expatriate ghettos, associating only with their own kind. Gustav is friendly with three couples, 
college lecturers like himself, who have made a point of not being ugly Dutchmen abroad. They have gone native, so to speak. One 
man even acts as a voluntary tour guide in the cathedral of Autun, offering services in English, French, Dutch and perhaps even 
German. They have converted, or are in the process of converting, farm houses and barns into homes. In one of them we were put to 
sleep in the former cowshed, the floor of which had not been altered one iota. Ideal for stubbing toes in the middle of the night!  In all 
the villages we were rewarded with the rich aroma of farm. 

You will forgive me perhaps if I mention three cities. 

1. Reims! The cathedral there, all lacy airy Gothic, was once the sort of Westminster Abbey of France, in that the kings used to be 
anointed there, before the French Revolution, Clovis the First Christian king of a united France having been anointed and crowned 
there by a Saint Somebody. Medieval glass but even more impressive modem glass by Marc Chagall, the Russian Jew. 

2. Vezelay! A city set on a hill, a steep one at that. The Romanesque cathedral claims to have the bones of St Mary Magdalene, but 
then so does somewhere else nearby. The cathedral currently in the care of a Community of Jerusalem (new to me), men and women 
relatively conservative, in long habits, singing their mid day office in choir to Gelineau chants, which sound OK in French even if they 
sound whiny in English. The cathedral white, clean, well cared for, a harmonious gem. 

3. Bibracte! An ancient Celtic city atop Mount Beauvry. All there is to show for it now are a few ruins here and there, but once a 
vibrant centre for trade. When Caesar invaded, the Gallican tribes or Gauls formed a federation to resist. They elected Vercingetorex 
of the Belgae (in modem Belgium) to lead them. Caesar won decisively and captured the city. He wintered on this mountain and 
whiled away the hours by writing there “De Bello Gallico”. “All Gaul is divided into three pacts”. Little did I dream when in high 
school, bored to death trying to translate from Latin, that I'd see the very place where the dreary book was written. Later the Romans 
abandoned the mountain in favour of a new city on the plain below, now called Autun, a corruption of Augustus Donum i.e. Augustus' 
gift. This city's other claim to fame, apart from Caesar Augustus of Luke 2,1, was its wicked aristocrat and bishop Talleyrand, a man 
so devoid of conscience that he outdid even the Vicar of Bray. “And this is the plan I have always obeyed, To shun all moral 
restriction, And never be afraid to change my deep conviction”. I realized that though the French speak a Romance language, derived 
from the Latin of their ancient conquerors, they are genetically Celt mixed with Germanic: when the Empire collapsed Gaul was next 
conquered by the Germanic tribe called Frank. This means they are of the same genetic mix as the British, even though English is a 
Germanic tongue. 

We live and learn. 
,'���
��-�
��
�#'�

The retired Third Bishop of The Anglican Catholic Church of Canada 

*Editor’s note: the local  languages of Luxembourg and Limburg are Luxembougish and Limburgish respectively.  They are distinct German 
dialects. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

EXPLANATION OF GOD 

The following was written by an 8-year-old named Danny Dutton, who lives in Chula Vista, CA. He wrote it for his third grade 
homework assignment, to “explain God”. 

“One of God's main jobs is making people. He makes them to replace the ones that die, so there will be enough people to take care of 
things on earth. He doesn't make grownups, just babies I think because they are smaller and easier to make. That way he doesn't have 
to take up his valuable time teaching them to talk and walk. He can just leave that to mothers and fathers.”  

“God's second most important job is listening to prayers. An awful lot of this goes on, since some people, like preachers and things, 
pray at times besides bedtime. God doesn't have time to listen to the radio or TV because of this. Because he hears everything, there 
must be a terrible lot of noise in his ears, unless he has thought of a way to turn it off.” 

“God sees everything and hears everything and is everywhere which keeps Him pretty busy. So you shouldn't go wasting his time by 
going over your mom and dad's head asking for something they said you couldn’t have.” 

“Atheists are people who don't believe in God. I don't think there are any in Chula Vista.   At least there aren’t any who come to our 
church. 

“Jesus is God's Son. He used to do all the hard work, like walking on water and performing miracles and trying to teach the people 
who didn't want to learn about God. They finally got tired of him preaching to them and they crucified him But he was good and kind, 
like his father, and he told his father that they didn't know what they were doing and to forgive them and God said O.K.” 

“His dad (God) appreciated everything that he had done and all his hard work on earth so he told him he didn't have to go out on the 
road anymore. He could stay in heaven. So he did. And now he helps his dad out by listening to prayers and seeing things which are 
important for God to take care of and which ones he can take care of himself without having to bother God. Like a secretary, only 
more important. 

“You can pray anytime you want and they are sure to help you because they got it worked out so one of them is on duty all the time.” 

 “You should always go to church on Sunday because it makes God happy, and if there's anybody you want to make happy, it’s God!” 

Don't skip church to do something you think will be more fun like going to the beach. This is wrong.   And besides, the sun doesn’t 
come out at the beach until noon anyway.” 

“If you don't believe in God, besides being an atheist, you will be very lonely, because your parents can't go everywhere with you, like 
to camp, but God can. It is good to know He's around you when you're scared, in the dark or when you can't swim and you get thrown 
into real deep water by big kids.” 

“But... you shouldn't just always think of what God can do for you. I figure God put me here and he can take me back anytime he 
pleases.” 

“And...that's why I believe in God.” 
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