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FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 
Life in Restricted Nations 
 
Since the August Annunciator was published the Voice of the Martyrs has reported persecution of Christians in Turkey, India, 
Cambodia, Kazakhstan, China, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Azerbaijan, Cuba and Laos.  
 
Among the reports from India we learn that:- 

·  In Karnataka on July 15, while a group of Christians were gathered for worship in Thadesa, a police inspector assaulted two 
believers and took them to the police station. The police inspector continued to beat them for another three hours. 

·  In Manipur on July 5, Pastor Pau Za Khen, a Burmese pastor of the Upper Myanmar Evangelical Lutheran Church, was 
beheaded by an unidentified group in the town of Churachanpur, Manipur. Pastor Khen was abducted from his daughter’s 
home by four men on July 4. His decapitated body was found in a field outside of town the next morning. His hands were tied 
behind his back and he was blindfolded. 

·  In Assam State, on June 28, Hemanta Das, a Christian convert from Hinduism to Christianity, was brutally beaten by 
suspected members of a religious fanatic group. Das, a former member of the Hindutva fanatic group known as Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh, died four days later in a local hospital. The Council of Baptist Churches in Northeast India has 
declared Brother Das the first Assamese martyr. Das was a member of the Guwahati Baptist Church. The Voice of the 
Martyrs’ contacts in India report, “On several occasions, Brother Das was cautioned by radical groups of the dire 
consequences that would follow if he tried to convert people to Christianity.” Christian leaders in Assam state say that this 
murder case has been reported to local police, but police have not yet found those responsible  

·  In Rajasthan on July 25, five men attacked Emmanuel Ministries. According to The Voice of The Martyrs contacts in India, 
the attackers had two handguns, a sword, a large stick and numerous stones. VOM contacts report, “They started fighting Mr. 
Jetha, one of the ministry office staff. They shouted that they would kill M.A and Samuel Thomas, the leaders of Emmanuel 
Ministries, and continuously beat Mr. Jetha. They threatened that they would ‘kill and willingly go to prison for six years.’ In 
a separate incident on July 31, members of Believers Assembly Church in Sri Ganga Nagar District, Rajasthan, were 
summoned by the police for questioning after Hindu fundamentalists complained believers were converting local villagers. 
VOM contacts report, “The new believers were threatened by police and pressured to leave Christianity and return to 
Hinduism. They were also warned that if they fail to return to Hinduism the provisions of the Anti-Conversion Act of 
Rajasthan, would be used to arrest them. 

·  In Karnataka on July 29, a mob of about 15 Bajrang Dal extremists armed with clubs, cricket bats and knives attacked 
Believers Church, in Shimoga District, mercilessly beating the pastor. According to VOM contacts, “the attackers barged into 
the church and abused the Christians, using filthy language and began hitting and stabbing them. They destroyed the pulpit, 
chairs, musical instruments, furniture, and window panes and damaged the church walls. The pastor was also severely beaten 
with a cricket bat and his body was swollen.” Also on July 9, Pastor Victor and his wife Glory were assaulted by a Hindu 
extremist while they were distributing tracts in the Bijapur District, Karnataka. They were later arrested. According to The 
Voice of the Martyrs’ contacts in India, a grocery store owner invited the pastor and his wife to his home and while they were 
talking, a man entered the home and attacked them. VOM contacts report, “When the man entered the home, he saw gospel 
tracts and began cursing at the pastor and slapped him. The grocery owner joined the assault and dragged the pastor out of the 
home and put him on a rickshaw and took him to the police. The Hindu extremist registered a complaint against the couple 
for inciting religious disharmony.” The couple was arrested under section 296 A of the Indian Penal Code. August 10, they 
were released after spending a month in prison. 

 
On July 18, a Turkish prosecutor demanded the acquittal of two Christians on trial for “insulting Turkishness,” under the nation’s 
controversial Article 301. State Prosecutor Ahmet Demirhuyuk told the court there was “not a single concrete credible piece of 
evidence” to support the accusations filed against Hakan Tastan and Turan Topal, former Muslims who converted to Christianity more 
than a decade ago. In court Demirhuyuk said, “There is absolutely no system or practice to consider it a crime for Christians to learn 
or spread their religion or gather for worship. Exactly the contrary, within the scope of freedom of religion and belief, everyone is 
guaranteed the right under the constitution and laws of Turkey, to live and spread his chosen faith.”  
 
In May, secret police in Cuba threatened four pastors with 25 to 50 years in prison if they continued receiving financial assistance 
from international ministries around the world. The pastors were forced to sign documents renouncing the help. The Voice of the 
Martyrs’ contacts in Cuba report, “The secret police told them (pastors) that if they did not give up the financial help, they would be 
considered anti-revolutionary and conspirators against the government. As a result, the pastors are afraid and have not accepted help.” 
 
Voice of the Martyr’s 2008 National Persecution Conference will be held at Oklahoma Wesleyan University, Bartlesville, Oklahoma, 
June 20-22 and June 27-29, 2008. Pray for those involved in the planning of the conference. More details will be available in the 
future. 
The preceding items have been extracted from bulletins issued by Voice of the. 
 

��  
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NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS 
·  Additional weekday services this month: Friday, September 14 is Holy Cross Day; Friday, September 21 is the feast of St. 

Matthew.  Please also note that Saturday, September 8 is the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary; and, Saturday, 
September 29 is the feast of St. Michael and All Angels.  Service times are listed on the calendar on the back page of this issue. 

·  Bishop Carl’s travels this month: 
·  Saturday, September 15 (with many of you!) to Montreal for Evensong, dinner and hymn sing; 

·  Saturday and Sunday, September 22 & 23, to St. John, Parry Sound; 

·  Saturday, Sept. 29 to Saturday, Oct. 6 to England for College of Bishops meeting in Portsmouth (happy to hand deliver any 
letters, notes or greetings to Bp. Mercer). 

·  The annual renewal time has just come due for our international newspaper, The Messenger Journal, published by Fr. Owen 
Buckton in Australia.  If you are interested in becoming a subscriber, the annual cost is $40 for 10 issues.  Deadline for new 
subscribers is September 15; please give your subscription fee (cash or a cheque made out to ‘Parish of the Annunciation’) to 
either Barbara Evans (8 o’clockers), Jill Wayne or Pat Bell (10 o’clockers. 

·  Also on September 15, St. Athanasius, our parish in Montréal (Verdun) is hosting folks from the cathedral for Evensong, a 
barbeque dinner and hymn sing.  The date has been changed from August 25.  There is a sign-up sheet floating about the parish - 
ask Bp. Carl if you would like to go, and have not already signed up. 

·  A last reminder of our picnic on Sunday, September 9, once again at the RCMP picnic grounds on the east side of the Rideau 
River just north of Manotick, commencing immediately following our 10 am Eucharist on that Sunday. 

·  DVD’s of the January consecration of Bishops Craig Botterill and Carl Reid are available from Bp. Carl for $10 per copy. 

·  The Annual Life Chain, a silent, prayerful one-hour witness to the sanctity of all human life takes place this year on Sunday, 
September 30 from 2pm to 3pm.  All the same locations as have been occupied in previous years will be on the list again; the 
closest to our parish is along Carling Avenue in front of the Civic Campus of the Ottawa Hospital.  As Bp. Carl will have left for 
England the day before, and he always represents our parish (happily, along with others most years), he is hopeful that a few 
Annunciation people will be able to join in this important pan-denominational prayer witness. 

 
·  This is a “time to time” reminder that we encourage everyone in the parish to fill out a simple form as we all look ahead to 

“graduation day” - the day that we pass from this life to the next.  Said form is very helpful in providing family members, 
especially non church going people, an indication of: which hymns any of us would like; that we discourage the Hollywood 
inspired practice of eulogies by friends or relatives during the Church’s service - as eulogies are not part (sermons by the clergy 
are) of a Christian burial (they most certainly can be done during the reception that follows, or even during the family gathering at 
the funeral home before - in both cases, people are much more relaxed than during the formal Church service, and it always works 
out better); that we would or would not like our bodies to come to the church the evening before for Evensong of the Dead, and 
then to stay in church until the Burial Office and Requiem the next day etc.  A reminder also to those who may not be aware: our 
normal service is a combination of the Burial Office and a Requiem Mass (from the BCP).  By default, we are not permitted 
perform the Requiem part in a funeral home, so the form is also an indicator to our families that we insist on being “buried from 
Church” and not just have a funeral home service.  Clearly, this form is also of great help to the clergy in knowing each 
individual’s wishes, and then communicating them to the family.  Therefore, if you have not completed one of these forms, or if 
you would like to review yours, please ask Bp. Carl. 

·  The deadline for the October Annunciator is Sunday, September 23rd. 

���������  
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APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION RECONSIDERED:  
A REQUIEM FOR THE CANTERBURY COMMUNION 

Part 2 of 3 
 
The theologically complex issue of Apostolic Succession can be summarized in either a single word -- continuity  -- or in a some-
what more nuanced formula: “The canonically valid historical transmission of episcopal authority.” 

Indeed, the “right” of any bishop to exercise ecclesiastical “oversight” (the function deriving etymologically from the Greek concept 
of episcopacy) ultimately reflects the “ordinal pedigree” of his consecrators. 

Thus, in addition to the principal consecrator, Primate/Archbishop John Hepworth and co-consecrators Metropolitan/Diocesan Peter 
Wilkinson and Bishop Emeritus Robert Mercer, the presence of Bishops David Moyer and George Langberg from our sister TAC 
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churches in the U.S. served further to reinforce the sense of institutional continuity when Fathers Carl Reid and Craig Botterill were 
elevated to hierarchical dignity on 27th January. 

If supplementary evidence of the desirability for a “healthy” representation on the part of duly recognized bishops on such occasions is 
required, this was provided in no mean way by the invitation issued in conjunction with the 30th anniversary celebration of Bishop 
Mercer’s episcopal ordination to the ecclesial jurisdiction of Matabeleland in 1977; in this instance, no fewer than five co-consecrators 
were listed. 

[A subtle distinction: The post-Conciliar RC Church prefers to substitute episcopal ordination for the term “consecration”, now 
deemed anachronistic.] 

As in so many areas, Rome’s attitude toward Apostolic Succession has undergone subtle (and not-so-subtle!) changes in the post -
Vatican II era. 

Consider the following statement on the subject by Jesuit theologian John A. Hardon in his CATHOLIC CATECHISM (published in 
1975 -- ten years after the Council’s final session and dedicated to Pope Paul V1): 

“Only to the Apostles, and thenceforth to those 
 on whom their successors imposed hands, is 
granted the power of [legitimate] priesthood. 

This means that the liturgy is bound up with the 
apostolic hierarchy established by Christ in such a 

way that, except for that same hierarchy, there could be 
no public worship as Catholicism understands the 

liturgy. “ 

 

In marked contrast, THE CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH (appearing twenty years after the document just cited and 
bearing the imprimatur of one Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger) defines the episcopacy as charge destined to be exercised without 
interruption by the sacred order of bishops” who “have by divine institution taken the place of the Apostles as pastors of the Church” 
[862], although exactly how this historical transmission of authority occurs in not explained. Instead, the CCC emphasizes the 
hierarchy’s role as “binding everything together in perfect harmony” and “maintaining the fraternal concord of God’s family” [815]. 

The revised CONCISE OXFORD DICTIONARY OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH (Ed. E. A. Livingstone, 2000), while 
acknowledging that the principle of Apostolic Succession has remained “an issue in schemes of reunion involving Anglicans and other 
bodies,” notes that the concept has been disputed “occasionally” over the centuries and/ “asserted only with qualifications by some 
[modern] theologians. 

Historically, however, (and this is where HJS must, indeed, tread lightly!) well-documented circumstances, including the “Babylonian 
Captivity” (a period during which the RC pontiff was a virtual prisoner of the French monarchy at Avignon from 1309 to 1377), the 
conflicting claims adduced by various anti-popes and those bishops whom they consecrated throughout the early and later Middle 
Ages, and the “schismatic” actions of some prelates in response to the so-called “reforms” wrought by Vatican II (Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre supplies the cause celebre here), conduce to support a realistic but potentially disconcerting query: Given the overwhelming 
evidence supplied by history to the contrary, can Apostolic Succession continue to be upheld as a sacrosanct or inviolate principle? 

Admittedly, this three-part “Dialectic” has developed into something arguably “heavier” than the content of preceding columns. But 
trust The Doctor: The final nail in the coffin of the Canterbury Communion (at least as extant in its ACC and TEC/ECUSA mani-
festations) will be hammered into place come October’s ANNUNCIATOR. 

Until, then -- Keep the Faith! 

Autumnal Blessings! 

������
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�������
�������
�������
 
NOTE: The contentious issue of “Anglican Orders” which dominated C of E/RC relations in the late-19th century will be addressed in 
next month’s edition. 
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The Cost of Spiritual Freedom in Ghana 

 
“As you drag our people away from the fetishes so we will drag you away from the people.”   With these words, the chief had 
Emmanuel dragged by his heels out of the village and into the countryside.  His elbows were torn to shreds by the thorns, thistles and 
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stones on the ground.  But this did not stop him from preaching the gospel nor did it stop him from planting small congregations in 18 
villages in northeast Ghana. 
 
The story began in 1993 when Emmanuel started traveling around Ghana as a roving evangelist.  Then God called him to the 
abandoned corner of this West African country where very few people have heard the gospel.  For generations the people had been 
held in bondage by fetish priests and chiefs of the villages.  When they heard the gospel of Jesus Christ the people were set free from 
their fear of the priests and found new freedom in Christ. 
 
This upset the fetish priests because it hurt their income.  They had been in the habit of accusing villagers of wrongdoing and then 
demanding a goat as penance.  Now that the people had become Christians and were freed, they would no longer give anything to the 
priests, nor would they worship at the fetish festivals.   
 
Despite the opposition and the violence against him, Emmanuel continues to serve God.  Each week he cycles 18 miles to a 
predominantly Muslim city to have secret meetings with Christians.  “Evangelical churches that require members to abandon Islam 
and fetish worship cannot be built here,” he says, “it is just too dangerous.” 
 
The Voice of the Martyrs sister mission, Release International, from the UK, is actively involved in serving the persecuted church in 
Ghana.  Owing to opposition from Muslims and animists, church buildings are frequently destroyed, worship services interrupted, and 
Christians are beaten to persuade them to return to their traditional practices and religion.  Some believers have been beaten to death.   
 
One young woman, Felicia, lost her Christian mother in a beating death and was adopted at one month old by a Christian family.  
Today she is learning to sew, using a machine sponsored by Release International.  The skills will allow her to live an independent 
life. 
 
Christian families are frequently cast out of their villages and wives who become Christian are abandoned by their husband, then 
denied access to their children and home.  Christian children are abandoned by their parents and village.  Local Christians are told, 
“Our children don’t worship our gods any more.  Therefore they are no longer our children.  You look after them.”  The Voice of the 
Martyrs, through Release International, is helping to care for such children. 
 

�
������
   
Adapted from the VOM Magazine, July 2001. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Senility Prayer 

God grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway 

The good fortune to run into the ones that I do, 

And the eyesight to tell the difference. 
 

 

The Annunciator, including back issues, can be viewed on-line at www.cathedraloftheannunciation.org 

Please note that this is a stripped down edition intended for those who are not members of the parish.  You may elect to receive this by email in PDF 
(printable) format by emailing your request to jill.wayne@sympatico.ca. 


