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FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Life in Restricted Nations

Once again the most reports of persecution haveedoom India. Between April 1and 1%, three attacks by militant Hindus
occurred. These involved beatings, arrests antheimatest case, the injury of a 3 year old glibwvas among twenty worshippers in
a church in Hyderabad. The Easter season also sesvad attacks, including the arrest of a pastoditar Pradesh on Maundy
Thursday; the beating of two pastors in Madhya &shdon Easter Sunday (these men were accused aiffléoconversion and
participation in the sex trade); also on EasterdaynHindu militants attacked two church meetingslimachal Pradesh, leaving the
pastor of one of them beaten unconscious.

In March a large mob of 300 Hindu militants demiadid a church building in Ghunthaput village, Orjsdamanding that all
Christians leave the area. The church had beejectuio frequent desecration, Hindus urinating deéecating on it just before
services were scheduled. On Marcl 2721 year old pastor, Basanta Nayak, was sevieeglten by a group of ten to twelve Hindus,
who strangled him with a towel while demanding lemy Christ. He refused and they beat him unconscicAssuming him to be
dead they then took his body into a nearby foré3ther attacks in March included severe beating pastor and members of his
congregation in Ulhasnagar, Maharashtra state fitvdoomission workers in Damoh, Mahyha Pradesh.

Four martyrdoms occurred in the past four weeks.March 2%, Christianah Oluwatoyin Olusase, a Christian teaeh Government
Day Secondary School, Gombe state, Nigeria was eneddby a mob of Muslim students. She was acchbgezhe of the girls of
desecrating the Koran. The teacher had, in acnosdwith school procedure, collected papers, baoksbags before the exam and
placed them on the floor in front of the class. olre bag the girl had a copy of the Koran. Shanad the Christian teacher had
desecrated the book by touching it. The studesds, Istoned and clubbed the woman to death, draugyeldody out of the class and
burned it.

The second was in Ethiopia where an evangelistd@sal Tefera Akufo, was beaten to death by Muslinig) were leaving a
mosque. Finally in Iraq, on the evening of Maréh &vo sisters, Margaret and Fadhila Naoum, wepeatedly stabbed and strangled
to death in their home.

Persecutions were also reported to VOMC in Mexigthjopia, Iraq, Palestine and Pakistan. Includethé reports was the dreadful
bill passed in the UK, under highly questionablegadures, to advance the cause of homosexual mayita This time the anti-

Christian elements of the bill are obvious and Glthadoption agencies, for example, are statirg they will have to cease
operations. To their shame, only three of the twsix bishops in the House of Lords voted on title b

You can learn more agww.persecution.tv

NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS
Additional weekday services this monthuesday, May 1lis the feast ofSt. Philip & St. James; Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday, May 14, 15 & 16 are Rogation Days. Pleasote for that Wednesday only, the celebration ofhe Holy
Eucharist is in the morningin order to avoid the conflict witthe Feast of the Ascension on Thursday, May 17; Malay and
Tuesday, May 28 & 29 are Days after PentecostAlso note thaSunday, May 6is theFeast of St. John in Eastertidewith a
commemoration of the Fourth Sunday after Eastézade refer to the calendar on the back of thisissr times.

Beta concludes on Tuesday, May 8; and, our ladeBBbudy session prior to summer recess is Wedgebtty 9.

Bishop Carl’s travels this month:
Thursday, May 3 to Saturday May 12 in England (seet cover);
Saturday, May 26: one day mini-Deanery meetingsh&va;
Thursday, May 31 to Monday, June 4 in Thunder Bay;

Looking ahead into July, our triennial National Sgrtakes place in Halifax from Tuesday, July 10g{being with Evensong) to

Friday, July 13 (concluding after morning serviesesl breakfast). A sheet will be circulating sct tiese who are planning to
attend may indicate so, as the host parish wilpteparing welcome information, name badges etc.thaefore would like to

know the names of all attendees whether they digadfdelegates to Synod or not.

Thedeadline for theJune Annunciator is Sunday, May 20



2007 March for Life information

Wednesday May 9
- 7:30 p.m.Pro-life Mass, St. Theresa’s Parish, 95 Somerset St. W.
- 9:00 p.m.Candlelight Vigil, The Canadian Tribute to Human Rights monumersgdi & Elgin StsSee Pledge form
- 10:00 p.m.All-night adoration of the Blessed Sacrament egahith
- 7:00 a.m.Mass St. Patrick’s Basilica, Kent & Nepean Sts.
Thursday May 10
- 10:00 a.m.Pro-life Mass, St. Patrick Basilica, Kent & Nepean Sts. 10:00.&rayer Servicg St. George’s Anglican Church,
152 Metcalfe St.
- 12 noonGathering on Parliament Hill Welcome and introductions
- 1:30 p.m.March through downtown Ottawa
- 2:45 p.m. Silent No More Awareness CampaigrParliament Hill
- 4:00 p.m.Closing Prayer Service Parliament Hill, Eastern Catholic Chaplaincy dfava
- 6:00 p.m. Cocktail Hour & Rose DinnerHampton Inn 100 Coventry Rd. Tickets required in advancé0 all 1-800-730-
5358 or 613-729-0379

As Bishop Carl, who normally participates in thelRaent Hill and downtown march portion of thesgiaties on the Thursday,
will be in England for Bp. Mercer’s 0anniversary of his consecration (which takes plaweaturday, May 5) and the subsequent
meeting of bishops in Lincoln, it would be goodther members of the parish were able to comnpatticipating in the March this
year.

DARK HUMOUR IN TESTAMENTS OLD AND NEW
PART 1

Having exercised his readers' capacity for meditain the last two issues of tlenunciatorwith an extended reflection on Judas
Iscariot, the arrival of spring prompts the Doctorprescribe a double dose of “humour” derived frilva pages of Holy Writ. In
doing so, he refers not to patella-slapping ora@uffinducing mirth, but rather to “gallows humoucf.(Germargalgenhumor)which
can be defined as “the element of sardonic levigsent or at least implicit in an otherwise morbidserious context.” If the reader
prefers, the term can be equated with “tragi-cdmic.

The Holy Bible is rightly called the “Book of BooKd-or not only does it stand as a veritable refpogiof eternal truth, but within its
pages can be found examples of most generic §téoams known to Middle Eastern antiquity. Theselude: elements of universal
myth, the sublime poetry of the psalms, semi-hisabrregnal and prophetical genealogy, accountgaditical intrigue, heroic
rhetoric, legal statutes (both civil and religigupjopaganda (nationalistic and cultic), biograptisama (cf. Job), primitive short
stories (cf. Judges), and even (Heaven forbidithefamic eroticism (cf. Canticle of Canticles).

This list is obviously incomplete (cf. the homelyharisms related in Proverbs). It does, howevematestrate that what the %7
century poet John Dryden said of Chauc€esiterbury Tales)- “Here is God's plenty!” -- can be applied all themn appropriately
to Scripture. In other words, from the standpoinsheer literary variety, the Bible remains unssgeal among the cultural treasures
of Western Civilization.

This notwithstanding, few people would likely beepared to regard the sacred texts as a sourcengdury albeit unconventional
from a “modern” viewpoint. Consequently, HJS is pated to explain the genesis of this monbialectic.

Several years ago, the Doctor attended a smalkdiparty - fewer than ten guests (including an Ac&ic) were present. As often
happens, post-prandial conversation began to lib, audible yawns punctuating the atmosphere. diner eventually proposed
(perhaps out of desperation?) that we answer im tive well-worn questiotilf you could spend an evening with any historical
personality on a one-to-one basis, whom would ymose?” Our hostess immediately exclaim@tlhy Saint Paul, of course!!"To
my all too evident chagrin, everyone concurred esitistically. (At this point, HJS should note thatwas lecturing on Acts at the
time.) To temper his companions' misplaced zeakited the instance of the hapless youth, Euthy/¢Aats 20.9) who, “sunk down
with sleep, as Paul was long preaching,” plummatset storeys to his death. Fortunately, the lomtded apostle was able to restore
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his somnolent listener to the ranks of the living@ne might well conjecture whether the syntaatiticacies found in the Pauline
epistles carried over into his public discourse.]

Homeward bound, the Doctor began to reflect onepisode and its “humourous” (i.e., tragi-comiafjplications. He asked himself
if he could recall similar biblical examples. Almdmmediately, the cautionary tale of Ananias amghira (Acts 5.1-11) came to
mind, as did its analogue in the parable of the doon@dman in Luke 12.16-20). [For maximum enjoymeetid the Ananias-
Sapphira account aloud with dramatic inflectiorefprably in the company of an audiencehe Jerusalem Bibleorks best for this

exercise.]

And what about the other prisoners confined withlRad Silas in the dungeons at Lystra (Acts 1& Z3)ubtless, these unfortunates
awaiting torture, consignment to the galleys orrew@minent execution, welcomed having their fitileep disturbed by the
missionary duo belting out hymns of praise -- ahthanight, no less! Luke's laconic remark thate“firisoners heard them” speaks
volumes when interpreted contextually.

For that matter, does the reader not encountendugvidence of dark Pauline humour in an episfatlaode when coming upon the
following admonition in Romans 12.20?

Rather, feed thy enemy if he is hungry,
give him drink if he is thirsty,
for by doing this, thou wilt heap
coals of fire upon his head.
Assuredly, the first part is pure Sermon-on-the-ktomaterial, but is there not an element of alnsaslistic glee all too apparent in
the second? Clearly, this patently unchristiangilat the prospect of using a righteous deed tigecan enemy's discomfiture can
only be interpreted as a classic instancscbfadenfreude.

Lest the reader think that “gallows humour” can foend only in the New Testament and largely limited Acts, the June
Annunciatorwill demonstrate that elements of the tragi-conmipear throughout the Old Testament, as well.

Springtime blessings in abundance!

, OSG

This series will resume in a later edition of thendinciator.

Pro-Woman Answers to Pro-Choice Questions

What about rape? What if it was your daughter who wagaped?

| would love her and my grandchild unconditionalnd | would do everything in my power to prosecilite perpetrator to the
fullest extent of the law.

Out of our desire to save someone from sufferinig, mormal to wish we could erase a painful mensugh as rape. Unfortunately,
the hard truth is that as much as we want to, wé.ca

Abortion doesn't erase a memory. Think about iul@@nything ever erase your memory of Septembg20Q1?

At my lecture at Vanderbilt University, a medictlident told other students that abortion is a sgé@m of violence against a woman
who is raped, and said her "abortion was worse thamape."



Both victims - the woman and her child - deserveumgonditional support.

Pregnancy can be punishing, but a child is notragmment. When Julie Makimaa was reunited withbdighmother, Lee Ezell, Julie
asked her if it would have been better for LeaulfeJwas never born at all. Lee told Julie that slas the "only good thing to come
out of the rape."

When someone asks about exceptions for rape aedtjn@e must also consider how that makes thodenfiee wereconceived
through sexual assault.

Well-meaning statements can hurt. As one UC-Bevkglad student said to her prochoice peers, "I lzavight to be here." They
responded, "We didn't mean you!" She asked, "WHo/duthink you meant?"

My mother told this story to a coworker who agread said, "People never think they are talkingri@xception - like me."

Could you look at someone conceived in violence teficher that she never should have been born Whaurned out to be your
best friend - or a relative? Would that changewhg you felt about her? Would you think less of hmather?

Rebecca Keissling, a young attorney and motherwdmconceived through sexual assault, asks "Dasé/e the death penalty?"

Can you imagine if we ranked the value of peopleedaon the circumstances of their conception? Wt discriminate based on
parentage - that's not equality! You are valuablematter who your parents are, no matter the cistantes of your conception.

Abortion after rape is misdirected anger. It dagsuhish the perpetrator of the crime, or preventhier assaults against other women.

After a lecture at a midwestern university wheshared the story of Lee and Julie, a student pufiedaside. She told me that she
was raped by her third cousin as a mere thirtean-gkel and had become pregnant. Her parents hagdéler have the privacy she
wanted during her pregnancy, and then she placesiomewith two loving parents. | asked her, why slig make the decision to have
the child - when she was just a girl who had liteeugh what was arguably the worst of circumstaficehe said she would never
pass on the violence that was perpetrated agansbter own unborn child. Now that is the stréngjta woman!

By Serrin M. Foster, President, Feminists for Lifewww.feministsforlife.org

Editor's note: The above article is a reprint frdidpdate”, the newsletter of the parish of St. EdishuKing and Martyr,
Kitchener/Waterloo. My thanks to Gary Freemangermission to reproduce it.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

Christian One Liners

Don't let your worries get the best of you; rememiMoses started out as a basket case.
*
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spiritdd you try to sit in their pews.
*
Many folks want to serve God, but only as advisors.

*

We don't change the message, the message changes us
*

It is easier to preach ten sermons than it isv® dine.
*

The good Lord didn't create anything without a gy but mosquitoes come close.
*
Opportunity may knock once, but temptation banggaur front door forever.

*

Quit griping about your church; if it was perfegbu couldn't belong.
*

The best mathematical equation | have ever seerosk + 3 nails= 4 given.



