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FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Life in Restricted Nations

This section will resume next month - when Fr. Patel his computer are completely recovered folhaya hard-drive failure.

NOTICES, NEWS & REMINDERS
Additional weekday services this monthuesday, June 5is the Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Maryto
Elizabeth (transferred from May 31, as that day this yeathés Thursday after Pentecosthursday, June 7is theFeast of
Corpus Christi; Monday, June 11lis theFeast of St. BarnabasFriday, June 15is theFeast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and, Friday, June 29is theFeast of St. Peter and St. Paul As usual, we have our healing service on Juneéb8ihg the last
Saturday of the month. And, you may wish to nbt& theFeast of the Nativity of St. John Baptistthe patron Saint of our
country, falls orSunday, June 24his year. Please refer to the calendar on thk bfthis issue for times.

Bishop Carl’s travels this month:
Thursday, May 31 to Monday, June 4 in Thunder Bay;

Friday (afternoon) June 15 to Monday, June 18 aidG8hepherd, Oshawa (and a niece’s wedding, anganent’s 68
wedding anniversary).

Looking ahead into July, our triennial National Sgrtakes place in Halifax from Tuesday, July 1Qy{being with Evensong) to

Friday, July 13 (concluding after morning servieesl breakfast). A sheet will be circulating sot tese who are planning to
attend may indicate so, as the host parish wilpteparing welcome information, name badges etc.thefore would like to

know the names of all attendees whether they dig@adfdelegates to Synod or not.

Looking even further ahead, our annual parishesi@i@Annunciation, Holy Nativity [Barrhaven], St.aBhabas [Spencerville],
and St. Matthew’s Romanian Orthodox) will be on &y September 9, once again at the RCMP picnigngi®on the east side
of the Rideau River just north of Manotick.

We need a volunteer - quickly! For the past several years, we've been partioigan Franklin Graham’s'Operation
Christmas Child.” Barbara de Catanzaro must give up the coordimaticsame this year (see Kathedral Kids, belowy), that
leaves a hole to be filled. The busy time for tki©ctober and November, but planning and ordesimgplies begins nawls
anyone (or any pair) willing to step up and cooatiinthis for the Annunciation? See Barbara ortdifind out what has to be
done.

If you have at home a greé@anadian Hymnal with Tunes” that you have borrowed from the church we woulding you to
bring it back. The supply on the bookshelf at¢harch has dwindled alarmingly, and the book isafuyirint so we are unable to
obtain more.

Our envelope secretary, Dorothy Wallace, has ndttbat very few people are interested in receigngrterly statements of
their donations, and she plans to save paper, aimeeffort by producing them only for those whodfieally request them.
Please call Dorothy if you want to continue reasjvihe statements.

Beware of runners and walkers! On Sunday, July 15 the Hintonburg Community Agstian is sponsoring a run/walk race on
that day, to begin at the Parkdale Market at 9180 &hey already have city approval and are comscid potential interruptions
to our church access, as the route goes west &pagcer Street to Western Avenue - and then ibsods our church from a
distance of one block away: south on Western ghatvards Wellington) to Garrison; west on Garri¢ibrat's the street parallel
to Wellington, behind the Loeb store) across Carléb Rockhurst; north on Rockhurst (that's parédieCarleton and one block
west) to Gould; east on Gould (that's parallel peri&er and one block north) to Western; south ostévie back to Spencer
Street; and then east on Spencer back to the Rarkidaket. The fastest runners will be surroundinog church by about 9:08
am; then there will be a stream of joggers and &ralkor another half an hour or so. Suggestiortfat SundayDO NOT
change your normal way of coming to church; thei ve marshalls at street intersections who willbw us through to our
normal parking spots on Spencer and Carldii;plan to come about 10 minutes earlier than normalu are in that time zone
between 9:05 and 9:50 am.



I, Barbara, was such a new “kid” in the ACCC'’s walyack in February of 1991! Always asking questiand keeping a steady eye
on the ceremony “up there” at the altar. | wantetknow it all” and fooled myself into thinking lozild actually “do” it all for many
years.

| had just come out of my rehabilitative-seclusand was still feeling new at the church when Frl Med. It is a strain now, just
remembering how it all played out. |, the prewlguself-confessed agnostic, had NO idea thislitthurch was to play such a
significant part in my life. As my rather dramatitemory plays-out, the average age of the congmyaiack then, was about 60
and | was soon searching for a “younger” churchy sdarching and trials led me from the Anglicanh@ht to a Brethren - with
occasional visits to a Reformed Presbyterian -Bajptist and back again, to an Anglican Catholigrch.

| have strengthened my Biblical knowledge, confidnmey faith and found confidence in myself, thanikshe confidence you showed
in me, allowing me to learn and serve with you tigtwout Cathedral. | thank you all for the oppoities and wish to assure you of
my strength to fulfill the most difficult role yetthat of wife and carrying the de Catanzaro name.

Itis in protection of our little family (Michaelral 1) that | have agreed to move from my Home-t@i@ttawa to a location closer to
Michael’s place of work. He has worked in the drip-area for the past two years, now. He starigthird year, May 9. We will
be moving to Peterborough as of June 28, 2007.

Although there is no ACCC-church in the 'Borough,d yet, | cannot help but wonder, with excitemédrmw His Wonders might
unfold in this next chapter of our lives. Michaeld | will be sharing in prayer and fellowship wiiur Roman Catholic brethren at
the Cathedral in Peterborough and joining the @mify on monthly trips to Oshawa.

| look forward to the possibility of pursuing my Btars in Theology from the ACCC'’s St. Bede’s andihfer strengthening my faith
for our Lord’s next Task.

Perhaps these are “famous last words”, but ... thdtdevregular visits to the nation’s Capital feieihdship and family-maintenance
and | will persevere in ensuring “we” do not fadenfi you memory!

Best Wishes for ALL!

DARK HUMOUR IN TESTAMENTS OLD AND NEW
PART Il

Last month's “Dialectic” provided an introductiom@allows Humouiin the New Testament; what follows will examine twcept
as it applies to the Hebrew Scriptures (as it i fasshionable for biblicists to refer to the Oldst@ament).

One need look no further than Genesis (3.12-13)Herfirst example in the transfer of guilt whicbcampanies the downfall of
mankind's fore-parents: God confronts Adam; Adarntds Eve; Eve blames the serpent. At the riskeweéaling his not-so-
venerable age, The Doctor is reminded (whenevee&ds the relevant passage) of the popular 1960srdyfamme LAUGH-IN. In

one of the regular weekly features, irreverent Ble@median Flip Wilson portrayed a strident fenailiar of an ultra-fundamentalist
church (HJS believes the character was named “@red) who always proclaimed “her” innocence whegrewaccused of a
divergence from the straight-and-narrow by exclagnriBut Rev'rn! The devil made me do it!”

Nor is marital discord the exclusive property of @denic progenitors. Indeed, the author of Pravenidently had more thams
share of connubial woes if the following gems arg mdication:



It is by a woman's wisdom that a home thrives;
a foolish wife pulls it down around her ears.
(14.1)

It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop
than with a brawling woman in a wide house.
(21.9)
Such reflections -- traditionally attributed to lgitsolomon - are readily understandable considdhiaghis household included 700
wives and 300 concubines (I Kings 11.3). If thewses a jester at the Solomonic court, the late- 8Bbt Belt” stand-up comic, Henny
Youngman(Now, take my wife... Pleasehight have made a promising candidate.

Moving right along...

What about Judges 3, wherein the tyrant, Eglonxpeetedly meets his Maker through the agency ofwilg Ehud? The ruse
employed by the latter to get his victim alonélhave a [secret] message from God unto theeis-fully understood only when it is
revealed that the “message” is nothing less thamaouncement of imminent doom. Beware: The gmnesdetails attending the
evil ruler's assassination might well serve as EhT@stament warning against the dangers of ohe#tyt there is more of the tragi-
comic in this episode, particularly in the franpierplexity evinced on the part of Eglon's courtiénsleed, their behaviour is almost
vintage slapstick. Alarmed at their ruler's lenyg#tbbsence, his distraught followers are beside skéras as they debate whether to
incur their master's wrath by disturbing him orik his displeasure by failing to anticipate hi®e/ need. What the reader knows
and they do not is that Eglon's bloated corpseadly putrefying in the summer heat, renders tlwisternation irrelevant.

According to the RC Douai translation of Judge®232, the household retainers seek to rationdfeesituation thus:

Perhaps he [Eglon] is easing nature
in his summer parlour...

In contrast, the more scatologically sensitive gtators of the KJAV render the same verse as falow

They said: Surely, he covereth his feet
in his summer chamber.

Although lacking the delicacy of the latter, the R&sion makes more sense.

By far, however, the taunts directed by the projitighh against the hopelessly ineffectual servafitBaal in | (111) Kings 18;19-40
constitute the height afallows humouin the pages of the Old Testament. Gleefully oldegrhis enemies' mounting frustration as
they cavort wildly in tormented dance, ululatehe silent heavens and even debase themselvesilystit self-mutilation, YHWH's
champion has this advice:
“Cry! For he is a god! Perhaps he is
talking [with someone]; or he is sojourning
at an inn; or he is on a journey; or peradventueedieepeth and must be awaked!'~

Knowing what awaits the idolatrous priests in adwarthe modern reader can be excused if he delightst another instance of
biblical schadenfreude.

At this juncture, HJS will address a legitimateaaitjon to what appears above (and what precedadviy's Annunciator): “How
can we be certain that elements of dark humouraly M/rit were intentionally incorporated by the joi®d writers of antiquity?” In
reply, The Doctor reminds his readers that theviddial “books” which comprise the Old and New Testats areliterary
documents,as well as vehicles of religious instruction, armhttthe element of creative imagination actualljhates their
readability. With this in mind, it is worthy of t®that even many secular universities regularfgrdBible as Literature” courses,
usually under the auspices of English and/or Coatper Literature faculties.

HJS concludes with this thought: Notwithstandirggdivine inspiration, the Bible remains, after alhuman achievement.
Summertime Blessings!
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Farah’s Story

The persecution of Christians manifests itself engnforms and degrees of violence around the wdrdPakistan, Sudan, Northern
Nigeria and some of the former Russian territories, believer often faces death and the storiestwiimerge are of great courage
and faith. In Iran, there are fewer deaths, butr@ge remains an essential element of followingsd@sd the stories emerging from
Iran are heart warming for those of us living ie ttWest. This is Farah’s story, and it is typichlaogrowing number of Iranian
Mohammedans who are converting to Christianity.

Farah worked in a blood testing laboratory andrduthe course of her work became sick. While she wvonfined to bed in her
mother’s home, her sister visited her, prayed tregrand gave her a book about Jesus. Farah wéanaical about her religion, but
like many who pray to Allah, she stated that thhem@ained an emptiness in her. There was alsomse s peace. So, lying in her
sickbed she read the book and at the end of he heresister returned and gave her a New Testantearah also began reading this
and found that she was being drawn towards becoi@mistian. Her husband, kept quiet about whatwhe reading, but she
discovered that he also began reading her New ffestia

Possessing Christian literature in Iran is danggrdwt the fastest growing Muslim movement in tbatintry is conversion to
Christianity. Farah converted and began encougagfiners to do the same. This is particularly @angs and in most circumstances
costs people their jobs, especially if they work floe government. Farah asks that we pray forpeaple so that they “can be
released from the chain of Islam.” She and heiilfanow watch Christian programmes beamed in bglbt from other countries.
Twice the police have removed the satellite disimfitheir roof, now it is hidden from view, becawsen this could cost Farah her
job.

Farah says, “I was baptized in a tub in a houd®pk those reading this will follow Jesus’ wayislfull of grace and blessing.”

There is no violence in the story of this young vemmat least not yet. But there is the senseeothfeat which hangs over all who
convert to Christianity in a country like Iran. tvie continues to happen. Those who find Chrisadlversity seem to value Him so
much more than those of us who grew up hearingndlise often. Perhaps we are not so far now frontdinelitions under which
Farah came to our Lord. Perhaps we should givekthéor the growing antipathy towards Christiaratypund us. There are those
like Farah from whose stories we can draw encounagé and renew our determination to love and seuve ord.

This is a gentle story. In the next issue, theystdll be from the opposite end of the persecuspectrum.

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE

June 26, Feast Day of St. Meingold,patron of bankers and loan sharks since the oanitury. In TheStatistical Account of
Scotland(1791), Sir John Sinclair described an old altéveatio the home equity loan: "In extraordinary casédistress, we have a
custom which deserves to be taken notice of, aatishwhen any of the lower people happen to baaed by sicknesse, losses, or
misfortune of any kind, a friend is sent to as maiyheir neighbours as they think needful, to ievihem to what they call a
drinking. This drinking consists in a little small beer, withbit of bread and cheese, and sometimes a staa#l gf brandy or whisky
previously provided by the needy persons or thé#néls. The guests convene at the time appointetiaéter collecting a shilling
apiece, and sometimes more, they divert themsédvescouple of hours with music and dancing, dmhtgo home.

The Annunciator, including back issues, can be gidon-line atvww.cathedraloftheannunciation.org

Please note that this is a shorter edition, intdridethose who are not members of the parish. May elect to receive this by email
in PDF (printable) format by emailing your requisiill. wayne @sympatico.ca
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